
Com
e forth! Eat, drink, look…

We are go ing to  p lace a un ique tab le  for  th i r teen inv i ted guests  in  the midd le  o f  the ga l le r y.  
Surround ing the tab le , there w i l l  be twenty  f loor - to -ce i l ing  bamboo po les .  Each po le  w i l l  
suppor t  an ar twork .  And so we have a group exh ib i t ion that  surrounds ten consecut i ve  
d inner s , cooked up and d ined upon by the guests .  

The d inner  mechan ics  are a communal  e f for t  (pot luck) .  Var y ing themes/ ingred ients  
w i l l  gu ide each meal .  The d in ing exper ience i s  an exc lus i ve  g i f t : on ly  those inv i ted 
wi l l  be ser ved , upon the cond i t ion that  they w i l l  a l so  be watched by passer sby who 
come to see the show (and hence the d inner ) .

I t  i s  our  hope that  d inner  tab le  conver sat ions  w i l l  be gu ided by the most  
de l i c ious  contr ibut ions : the surround ing ar tworks  and the d ia logues they 
requ i re / insp i re .  The e lec ted n ineteen pa inter s , scu lptor s , photographer s , and 
f i lmmaker s  have been chosen not  upon s ty l i s t i c  or  themat ic  c r i ter ia  but  
through cur ios i t y, 
nepot i sm, and tas te .

Th i s  i s  a  d i rec t  cha l lenge to  R i rkr i t  T i ravan i ja .  I t  i s  ent i re l y  insp i red by 
R i rkr i t ’s  exper iments  w i th  the g i f t  economy wi th in  the commerc ia l  ar t  
ga l le r y.  R i rkr i t  a f f i rmed the power o f  human in teract ion wi th in  an 
env i ronment  that  was out  o f  pract i ce  w i th  generos i t y.  He re in t ro -
duced the work ing ar t i s t  to  the v iewer  as  we l l  as  quest ioned the 
boundar ies  o f  the ar t  market  in  the 1990’s .  As  a resu l t  he became 
a ver y  marketab le  ar twork .  Today i t  seems h i s  exper iments  are 
under s tood more as  h i s tor i c ized myth than actua l  exper ience .  
We have no qua lm wi th h i s  success  but  we do th ink that  h i s  
energy  and engagement  i s  needed now more than ever.  
  
As  a ca l l ing  f rom one generat ion to  another  we say…

Rirkr i t  where are you?  I t  i s  2008…  
Is  there no push ing forward?  

Or are we on ly  cont inu ing to  fe t i sh ize ar tworks  whose 
power/ funct ion/e f fec t i veness  comfor tab ly  re l ies  upon 
s tagnant  h i s tor i ca l  canons .  Too of ten obtuse bana l i t y  
seems to  dominate our  exper ience wi th  ar t .  We 
have no i l lus ions  about  revo lu t ion ; but  why not  s tar t  
somewhere hopefu l : a  round tab le  eng ineered for  
good , open d i scuss ion and , hopefu l l y, brazen fun .  
From a n ight l y  nuc leus  at  436 West  15th St reet  
we hope to  ser ve up both a reminder  o f  and a 
ca l l  for  a l ternat i ve  pa le t tes , consp icuous 
engagement , and bas ic  p leasures .
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